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, S -gl B ) . & %9 1 $%%" “Just a few years

ago politicians and green groups in the Netherlands were thrilled by the country’s
adoption of “sustainable energy” by coaxing electricity plants to use biofuel.
Spurred by government subsidies, energy companies designed generators that ran
exclusively on this fuel, which in theory would be cleaner than fossil fuels because it
is derived from plants.

But last year, when scientists studied plantations in Indonesia and Malaysia, this
green fairy-tale began to look more like an environmental nightmare. Rising
demand for palm oil in Europe caused the razing of huge tracts of southeast Asian
rain forests, and the over-use of chemical fertilisers there. Worse still, space for
the plantations was often created by draining and burning peat land, which sent
huge carbon emissions into the atmosphere.

B .- $=°9 1.8 #1)! .1T$/0 1 0; “Food or
fuel? s maize better on the table as tortillas or in the tanks of cars, converted into
ethanol and then bio-fuel? The price of the cereal has doubled in a year because of
the high demand for ethanol obtained from maize to produce bio-fuels. It has
created a real food crisis because the price of tortillas has increased greatly. They
used to cost seven pesos per kilo but now exceed 18 pesos. Tortillas are the basic
element of the Mexican diet.

According to the Earth Policy Institute, “The trade off between food and fuel risks
creating chaos in the world market of food products” and they predict that shortages
and higher food prices will lead to starvation and urban riots

23 =1 +3%%" ., “The rise in the price of corn that's hurting US
pig farmers isn't caused by any big dip in the overall supply. In the U.S., last year's
harvest was 10.5 billion bushels, the third-largest crop ever. But instead of going
into the mouths of pigs or cattle or people, an increasing slice is being transformed
into fuel for cars. The roughly 5 billion gallons of ethanol made in 2006 by 112 U.S.
plants consumed nearly one-fifth of the corn crop.” US chicken producers are also
being hit. The industry's feed costs are already up $1.5 billion per year. Ultimately,
these increases will be passed on to consumers, and there could be dramatic
inflation in food costs.

8 45 o / 77 0 , 7 . . 7. 80/ that “the
stimulation of biofuels production by the [UK] Government and EU is reckless in the
absence of effective mechanisms to prevent the destruction of carbon sinks
internationally”

8 77,.. - . A large biofuel industry based on current technology is
likely to increase agricultural commodity prices and, by displacing food production,
could damage food security in developing countries.”
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(3) the prevention, recycling and recovery of waste should be encouraged as
should the use of recovered materials and energy so as to safeguard natural
resources and obviate wasteful use of land;
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(4) further consideration should be given to the issues of incineration of municipal
and non-hazardous waste, composting, biomethanisation, and the processing of
dredging sludges;

0 + +H 210,-0- + , - . )..8 1 - 1

(12) protective measures [should] be taken against any threat to the environment in
the short as well as in the long-term perspective, and more especially against the
pollution of groundwater by leachate infiltration into the soil.
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(16) measures should be taken to reduce the production of methane gas from
landfills, inter alia, in order to reduce global warming, through the reduction of the
landfill of biodegradable waste and the requirements to introduce landfill gas
control;
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“oxo-biodegradable plastics based on polyolefins contribute to the amount and
nutritive value of the compost because much of the carbon from the plastic is in the
form of intermediate oxidation products, humic material and cell biomass. This is in
contrast to plastics such as hydro-biodegradable polyesters (eg starch-based) that
biodegrade at rates comparable to purified cellulose. At the end of the commercial
composting process, all of the carbon from the latter has been converted to CO; so
there is a contribution to greenhouse gas levels but not to the value of the
compost.”

8 07 ? .- -l & 8 . Ddegradable polymers manufactured from
renewable resources (e.g., crops) have greater impacts upon eutrophication due
to the application of fertilizers to land.”
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